United States History:  
Whose America Is It?

Updated 2011

Unit 1:  A Nation’s Beginnings 1783 -- 1850

	Essential Understandings: 

1. The study of historical eras, events, trends and themes shapes our understanding of the past, the present, and the future.

2. The identity, behavior, and networks among groups of people influence cultural characteristics, cooperation, interdependence, and conflict with others.

3. Geographic locations, characteristics, patterns, and processes describe and explain the relationship and interactions between the physical environment and human activity.

4. Information is accessed from multiple sources and processed in multiple forms to draw logical conclusions, to make informed decisions, and to be applied to societal issues.

	Content Standards:

1. Events take place in specific historical eras and illustrate enduring themes that transcend time and place
2. The characteristics of cultural elements can be both common and distinct across groups of people.

3. The practices, products, and perspectives of a society impact people within and across the regions of the world.

4. People from diverse cultures interact and influence each other’s practices and products. 

5. Each place in the world has distinct physical and human characteristics.

6. The absolute and relative location of each place can be described and identified

7. Humans both adapt to and change the environment.

8. People, goods and ideas move from place to place.

9. Information and inquiry skills allow us to collect, organize, synthesize, and communicate information from multiple sources.

10. Interpersonal and group process skills enhance our ability to understand and work effectively with others.

11. Critical thinking and problem solving skills allow us to evaluate and analyze information to make informed decisions and draw evidence-based conclusions.


	Essential Question:  How did European expansion lead to the creation of a nascent American culture?

	

	  Benchmarks (GLE’s)
	Learning Goals: Students will:

	· Specific ideas, decisions, beliefs, circumstances and values play an important role in influencing historical events.

· Chance events have important effects on history.

· Patterns of continuity and change can be seen throughout history and help us understand the present and prepare for the future.

· Many institutions play a role in guiding, transmitting, preserving, and changing culture.

· The perspectives of various ethnic groups are evident in their political action groups, art, music, literature, and media and in turn reflect and shape products and practices in the overall culture of a political region.

· Governmental policies can enable or disenfranchise individuals of different cultures from participating in a society and its economy.

· Cultures are shaped over time by the physical geography and human resources of their regions.
· Boundaries are often subject to change as a result of many factors at the local, regional (state), national and international levels.

· Social, political, economic and environmental factors have contributed to human migration now and in the past.

· Geographic factors and processes (culture, war, trade, inventions, landforms) both contribute to and impede the development and diffusion of people, products, and ideas.
	Describe the historical events that led to European global expansion and the   colonization of North America

	
	Label the areas of the “the Atlantic World” and identify the thirteen original British colonies along the Atlantic coast

	
	Identify the characteristics of the three cultures of the Atlantic World and describe their interaction  (Native American, European and African American)

	
	Identify the characteristics of the three regions in the British colonies

	
	Describe the imperial conflict of the British Empire and the American reaction to the conflict (French and Indian War)

	
	Apply reading, writing, speaking, listening, inquiry and research skills to the study of America’s beginnings


	Suggested Strategies
	· World maps for globalization

· Induction matrix on thirteen colonies

	Suggested Assessments
	· Formative assessments on listening and note taking skills “ Podcast on Pocahontas”

· Unit Test

	Suggested Resources
	· Textbooks:  America: Pathways to the Present  (Prentice Hall), The American Spirit (McDougall Little), U.S. History (Holt)

· primary sources from The American Spirit on colonial  and revolutionary America;  America: Pathways to the Present (U.S. history text); contracts of indenture

· videos:  Forsaking England;  Liberty: the Story of the American Revolution,  

· PowerPoint:  Slavery in America --R:\Soc. Studies\American History\Colonial America
· Colonial America Outline Map --R:\Soc. Studies\American History\Colonial America

· Podcasts:  Pocahontas and the Powhatan Dilemma--http://talkinghistory.oah.org/arch2006.html

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· Website: American Beginnings http://nationalhumanitiescenter.org/pds/amerbegin/index.htm, Digital History – religion, gender, and race  http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/historyonline/us39.cfm
· Interactive Maps http://mappinghistory.uoregon.edu/
· Video: “Africans in America: Part I”

	Content Vocabulary
	· Atlantic World, globalization, Columbian Exchange, mercantilism, capitalism, Reformation, chattel slavery, indentured servitude

	Life Long Learning/ 21st Century Skills
	· Read critically

· Access and process information

· Productive Habits of Mind


Unit 2:  The Revolution and the War for Independence 

	Essential Understandings: 

1. Economic reasoning skills and knowledge of major economic concepts, principles, issues, and systems allow people to make informed choices as producers, consumers, savers, investors, workers, and citizens in an interdependent world.

2. The study of historical eras, events, trends and themes shapes our understanding of the past, the present, and the future.

3. People establish structures including governments to meet the needs and define the rights and responsibilities of citizens.

4. The identity, behavior, and networks among groups of people influence cultural characteristics, cooperation, interdependence, and conflict with others.

5. Geographic locations, characteristics, patterns, and processes describe and explain the relationship and interactions between the physical environment and human activity.

6. Information is accessed from multiple sources and processed in multiple forms to draw logical conclusions, to make informed decisions, and to be applied to societal issues.

	Content Standards:

1. Limited resources affect choices by individuals, households, businesses, and governments.

2. Events take place in specific historical eras and illustrate enduring themes that transcend time and place
3. Governments allocate power and authority to protect the rights of individuals and to promote the common good.

4. The characteristics of cultural elements can be both common and distinct across groups of people.

5. The practices, products, and perspectives of a society impact people within and across the regions of the world.

6. People, goods and ideas move from place to place.

7. Information and inquiry skills allow us to collect, organize, synthesize, and communicate information from multiple sources.

8. Interpersonal and group process skills enhance our ability to understand and work effectively with others.

9. Critical thinking and problem solving skills allow us to evaluate and analyze information to make informed decisions and draw evidence-based conclusions.


	Essential Question: How was the New Nation conceived? 

	

	Benchmarks (GLE’s)
	Learning Goals: Students will:

	· Historical events can be organized into broadly defined eras.

· Economic concepts and reasoning should be applied when evaluating historical and contemporary social developments and issues. 

· The perspectives of various ethnic groups are evident in their political action groups, art, music, literature, and media and in turn reflect and shape products and practices in the overall culture of a political region. 

· Governmental policies can enable or disenfranchise individuals of different cultures from participating in a society and its economy.

· Various individuals and groups propose solutions to current issues that are both relevant and logical from their own perspective. 

· Geographic factors and processes (culture, war, trade, inventions, landforms) both contribute to and impede the development and diffusion of people, products, and ideas
	Know the multiple causes of the American revolution (economic, political, social and cultural)

	
	Know the ideology that drove the revolutionaries.

	
	Identify the formal and informal “founding fathers” of the United States of America. (Washington, Jefferson, Adams, Locke, Paine, George III…)

	
	Describe the key events, episodes and individuals of the War for Independence. 

	
	Identify how the Articles of Confederation reflected the founders’ belief in republicanism.

	
	Apply reading, writing, speaking, listening, inquiry and research skills to the study of the American Revolution 


	Suggested Strategies
	· Socratic Seminars on Declaration of Independence, Paine’s Common Sense, Henry’s speech to Va. Convention

· De Crevecoeur “What is an American?”

· Rationale chart of the Imperial Crisis – classify events as to economic, political, social, cultural causes of conflict.

· The Men Who were Behind the Revolution: Who were they and whose America did they want it to be?

· MAPS:  Pre –war colonies and imperial territory:  Revolutionary war maps of three regions – NO/SO/ Middle/ And Western: Post Revolutionary North America

· History Alive!:  Town Hall Meeting 

· Choices Unit: A More Perfect Union – Revolution to Constitution 

	Suggested Assessments
	·  Primary source analysis, 

· DBQ 

· Unit Test 

· Historical role play

· Use Podcasts on the Founding Fathers to identify the goals and aspirations of the founding fathers and improve  student listening and note taking skills. 

	Suggested Resources
	·  Common Sense, Declaration of Independence, Lee’s Resolution

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· Websites: PBS video resources Liberty – Are We A Nation
· Podcasts – Talking History :  http://talkinghistory.oah.org/arch2006.html  include podcasts on Thomas Paine and Common Sense, Benjamin Franklin, George Washington 

· PBS The War That Made America – Stamp Act Pro and Con http://www.wqed.org/tv/specials/the-war-that-made-america/index_37.php

	Content Vocabulary 
	· revolutionary Republicanism, salutary neglect, Enlightenment, natural rights, popular sovereignty, patriots/rebels, loyalists/Tories

	Life Long Learning/ 21st Century Skills
	· Communicate effectively
· Collaborate and cooperate

· Read critically
· Productive Habits of Mind

· Core Ethical Values


 Unit 3:  How Was the New Nation Created? 

	Essential Understandings: 

1. Economic reasoning skills and knowledge of major economic concepts, principles, issues, and systems allow people to make informed choices as producers, consumers, savers, investors, workers, and citizens in an interdependent world.

2. The study of historical eras, events, trends and themes shapes our understanding of the past, the present, and the future.

3. People establish structures including governments to meet the needs and define the rights and responsibilities of citizens.

4. The identity, behavior, and networks among groups of people influence cultural characteristics, cooperation, interdependence, and conflict with others.

5. Geographic locations, characteristics, patterns, and processes describe and explain the relationship and interactions between the physical environment and human activity.

6. Information is accessed from multiple sources and processed in multiple forms to draw logical conclusions, to make informed decisions, and to be applied to societal issues.

	Content Standards:

1. Limited resources affect choices by individuals, households, businesses, and governments.

2. Events take place in specific historical eras and illustrate enduring themes that transcend time and place
3. Governments allocate power and authority to protect the rights of individuals and to promote the common good.

4. The government established by the Constitution embodies the purposes, values and principles of American democracy

5. United States citizens have certain rights and responsibilities.

6. Information and inquiry skills allow us to collect, organize, synthesize, and communicate information from multiple sources.

7. Interpersonal and group process skills enhance our ability to understand and work effectively with others.

8. Critical thinking and problem solving skills allow us to evaluate and analyze information to make informed decisions and draw evidence-based conclusions.


	Essential Question: How did the challenges to the new nation shape its government and its identity?

	

	Benchmarks (GLE’s)
	Learning Goals: Students will:


	· Historical events can be organized into broadly defined eras. 

· Specific ideas, decisions, beliefs, circumstances and values play an important role in influencing historical events.

· Chance events have important effects on history.

· Historical accounts may be interpreted differently based on newly uncovered records and information.

· Patterns of continuity and change can be seen throughout history and help us understand the present and prepare for the future.

· There are specific features and patterns associated with different forms of government.

· Democracy is fragile and is dependent on other structures in a society.

· The U.S. Constitution establishes a framework in which power lies with the people and governmental power is limited.  

· The Bill of Rights, first ten amendments to the Constitution, outlines American civil liberties. Democracy is fragile and is dependent on other structures in a society

· United States foreign policy priorities often reflect American political values and economic interests.

· The perspectives of various ethnic groups are evident in their political action groups, art, music, literature, and media and in turn reflect and shape products and practices in the overall culture of a political region. 
	 Understand how the weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation led to the creation of a new Constitution

	
	Describe how the new Constitution was designed to create both popular sovereignty and limited government 

	
	Understand the challenges to the new nation and the ambiguity of the democracy (nature of federalism, nationalism vs. sectionalism, expanding democracy, solidifying the national government)

	
	Apply reading, writing, speaking, listening, inquiry and research skills to the study of the developing nation.

	
	


	Suggested Strategies
	· Debate: “ Resolved:  the constitution written in Philadelphia in 1787 should be adopted as the supreme law of the land.” 

· Dining at Jefferson’s: Founding Fathers  “discuss” early challenges to the government 

· History Pact:  “Challenges of the New Nation”

· Choices Unit “A More Perfect Union – Revolution to Constitution” mini  debates

· National Archives Learning Page : http://www.loc.gov/teachers/classroommaterials/lessons/constitution/
The Constitution:  Counter Revolution or National Salvation? 

	Suggested Assessments
	· Debate 

· Unit Test 

· Extended essay

	Suggested Resources
	· Portraiture in history: Washington and his character; paintings by Peale and Stuart; primary sources

· Videos: The Empire of Reason, America’s Past, Liberty: Are We A Nation? 
· Primary Sources: Articles of Confederation, Constitution, Bill of Rights

	Suggested Tech Integration
	·  A Biography of America: #5 “A New System of Government”    http://www.learner.org/biographyofamerica/
· Constitution Center:  “Which Founding Father Are You?”  http://constitutioncenter.org/FoundersQuiz/

	Content Vocabulary
	· Limited government, popular sovereignty, federalism, separation of powers, checks and balances, social contract, republicanism, liberal democracy 

	Life Long Learning/ 21st Century Skills
	· Read critically
· Communicate effectively
· Access and process information

· Collaborate and cooperate,

· Produce quality work
· Productive Habits of Mind


 Unit 4:  Nationalism, Sectionalism and Manifest Destiny

	Essential Understandings: 

1. Economic reasoning skills and knowledge of major economic concepts, principles, issues, and systems allow people to make informed choices as producers, consumers, savers, investors, workers, and citizens in an interdependent world.

2. The study of historical eras, events, trends and themes shapes our understanding of the past, the present, and the future.

3. People establish structures including governments to meet the needs and define the rights and responsibilities of citizens.

4. The identity, behavior, and networks among groups of people influence cultural characteristics, cooperation, interdependence, and conflict with others.

5. Geographic locations, characteristics, patterns, and processes describe and explain the relationship and interactions between the physical environment and human activity.

6. Information is accessed from multiple sources and processed in multiple forms to draw logical conclusions, to make informed decisions, and to be applied to societal issues.

	Content Standards:

1. Limited resources affect choices by individuals, households, businesses, and governments.

2. The economic system in a region affects goods and services.

3. Economic interdependence affects the economic lives of people.

4. Events take place in specific historical eras and illustrate enduring themes that transcend time and place
5. Governments allocate power and authority to protect the rights of individuals and to promote the common good.

6. The government established by the Constitution embodies the purposes, values and principles of American democracy

7. United States citizens have certain rights and responsibilities.

8. Events in the global community have an impact on the security and well being of all of us.
9. The characteristics of cultural elements can be both common and distinct across groups of people.

10. The practices, products, and perspectives of a society impact people within and across the regions of the world.

11. People from diverse cultures interact and influence each other’s practices and products. 

12. Each place in the world has distinct physical and human characteristics.

13. Each region is made up of places that have common physical and/or human characteristics.

14. The absolute and relative location of each place can be described and identified

15. Humans both adapt to and change the environment.

16. People, goods and ideas move from place to place.

17. Information and inquiry skills allow us to collect, organize, synthesize, and communicate information from multiple sources.

18. Interpersonal and group process skills enhance our ability to understand and work effectively with others.

19. Critical thinking and problem solving skills allow us to evaluate and analyze information to make informed decisions and draw evidence-based conclusions.


	Essential Question:  How did forces of nationalism and sectionalism affect our identity as a nation?  

	

	Benchmarks (GLE’s)
	Learning Goals: Students will:

	· Economic concepts and reasoning should be applied when evaluating historical and contemporary social developments and issues. 

· Historical events can be organized into broadly defined eras.

· Specific ideas, decisions, beliefs, circumstances and values play an important role in influencing historical events.

· Patterns of continuity and change can be seen throughout history and help us understand the present and prepare for the future.

· Government has taken increasing responsibilities in managing the economy and social organization.  

· The effectiveness of the United States Government is dependent upon informed and active participation of citizens.

· Many institutions play a role in guiding, transmitting, preserving, and changing culture.

· The perspectives of various ethnic groups are evident in their political action groups, art, music, literature, and media and in turn reflect and shape products and practices in the overall culture of a political region. 

· Governmental policies can enable or disenfranchise individuals of different cultures from participating in a society and its economy.  

· Boundaries are often subject to change as a result of many factors at the local, regional (state), national and international levels.
· Geographic factors and processes (culture, war, trade, inventions, landforms) both contribute to and impede the development and diffusion of people, products, and ideas.
	Examine how the United States expanded its borders

	
	Evaluate how territorial expansion affected the nation economically (market revolution, early industrialization) and politically

	
	Describe the three sections of the country (North, South, West) and appraise how sectionalism challenged our identity and led to conflict

	
	Apply reading, writing, speaking, listening, inquiry and research skills to the study of nationalism and sectionalism

	
	


	Suggested Strategies
	· Maps and Chart: Territorial Expansion in US 

· Historical Investigation:  Using 1850 Census to Compare and Contrast the three sections of the Country - History of a Free People: Differences between North and South worksheet

	Suggested Assessments
	· Role Play: Compromise of 1850

· Unit Test

	Suggested Resources
	· Video:  PBS – The Underground Railroad; The Roots of Resistance, America’s Past
· Artists of the West: Cole, The Hudson River School, Bierstadt, Bingham, Remington 

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· Electronic map of Territorial Expansion on Internet. http://www.animatedatlas.com/movie2.html
· Digital History  (religion, gender, and race, Manifest Destiny,  Social Reform) - http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/historyonline/handouts.cfm

	Content Vocabulary
	· “Peculiar Institution”, slave codes, Manifest Destiny, abolitionism, Compromise of 1850, reform, sectionalism, nationalism

	Life Long Learning/ 21st Century Skills
	· Access and process information

· Communicate effectively
· Collaborate and cooperate
· Read critically

· Core Ethical Values


Unit 5:  The Civil War and Reconstruction

	Essential Understandings: 

1. Economic reasoning skills and knowledge of major economic concepts, principles, issues, and systems allow people to make informed choices as producers, consumers, savers, investors, workers, and citizens in an interdependent world.

2. The study of historical eras, events, trends and themes shapes our understanding of the past, the present, and the future.

3. People establish structures including governments to meet the needs and define the rights and responsibilities of citizens.

4. The identity, behavior, and networks among groups of people influence cultural characteristics, cooperation, interdependence, and conflict with others.

5. Geographic locations, characteristics, patterns, and processes describe and explain the relationship and interactions between the physical environment and human activity.

6. Information is accessed from multiple sources and processed in multiple forms to draw logical conclusions, to make informed decisions, and to be applied to societal issues.

	Content Standards:

1. Limited resources affect choices by individuals, households, businesses, and governments.

2. The economic system in a region affects goods and services.

3. Economic interdependence affects the economic lives of people.

4. Events take place in specific historical eras and illustrate enduring themes that transcend time and place
5. Governments allocate power and authority to protect the rights of individuals and to promote the common good.

6. The government established by the Constitution embodies the purposes, values and principles of American democracy

7. United States citizens have certain rights and responsibilities.

8. Events in the global community have an impact on the security and well being of all of us.
9. The characteristics of cultural elements can be both common and distinct across groups of people.

10. The practices, products, and perspectives of a society impact people within and across the regions of the world.

11. People from diverse cultures interact and influence each other’s practices and products. 

12. Each region is made up of places that have common physical and/or human characteristics.

13. People, goods and ideas move from place to place.

14. Information and inquiry skills allow us to collect, organize, synthesize, and communicate information from multiple sources.

15. Interpersonal and group process skills enhance our ability to understand and work effectively with others.

16. Critical thinking and problem solving skills allow us to evaluate and analyze information to make informed decisions and draw evidence-based conclusions.


	Essential Question: How did conflict help to define the contemporary Republic?

	

	Benchmarks (GLE’s)
	Learning Goals: Students will:

	· Values and beliefs influence economic decisions in different societies.

· Historical events can be organized into broadly defined eras.

· Specific ideas, decisions, beliefs, circumstances and values play an important role in influencing historical events.

· Patterns of continuity and change can be seen throughout history and help us understand the present and prepare for the future.

· Democracy is fragile and is dependent on other structures in a society.

· The perspectives of various ethnic groups are evident in their political action groups, art, music, literature, and media and in turn reflect and shape products and practices in the overall culture of a political region. 

· Cultures are shaped over time by the physical geography and human resources of their regions.
	Analyze the causes, events and results of the Civil War conflict 

	
	Examine the ways in which the Civil War resolved ongoing challenges to the republic and laid the foundations for modern America.

	
	Evaluate why attempts to reconstruct the South led to compromise and reaction (election of 1876, Jim Crow)

	
	Apply reading, writing, speaking, listening, inquiry and research skills to the study of the Civil War.


	Suggested Strategies
	· Socratic Seminar on Gettysburg Address, Ordinances of Secession
· Inquiry based paper on Civil War Society/Culture

· Webquest on Jim Crow

	Suggested Assessments
	· Multi Media projects

· Papers

· Unit Test

	Suggested Resources
	· Videos:  Excerpts from “The Civil War” by Ken Burns 

· Photographs by Matthew Brady, Civil War Songs, Winslow Homer 

·  Primary sources: South Carolina Ordinance of Secession, Emancipation Proclamation, Gettysburg Address, Lincoln’s Refutation of Slavery (OAH Magazine), Lincoln’s First and Second Inaugural Addresses

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· Website: Digital History “Secession and the Civil War”  http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/historyonline/us19.cfm
· Digital History eXplorations: “Why did the South secede?”  http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/learning_history/south_secede/south_secede_menu.cfm
· Website: “Without Sanctuary”  http://www.withoutsanctuary.org/
· Website: “Jim Crow Museum of Racist Memorabilia”  http://www.ferris.edu/jimcrow/menu.htm
· Podcast: “Remembering Jim Crow”  http://americanradioworks.publicradio.org/features/remembering/
· Videos:   PBS:  “Reconstruction”,

	Content Vocabulary 
	· secession, Emancipation Proclamation, national supremacy amendments (13-15), Union, Confederacy, Gettysburg Address, Reconstruction, Jim Crow, solid South, Compromise of 1877

	Life Long Learning/ 21st Century Skills
	· Read critically
· Access and process information
· Core Ethical Values


 Unit 6: The West and Industrial America

	Essential Understandings: 

1. Economic reasoning skills and knowledge of major economic concepts, principles, issues, and systems allow people to make informed choices as producers, consumers, savers, investors, workers, and citizens in an interdependent world.

2. The study of historical eras, events, trends and themes shapes our understanding of the past, the present, and the future.

3. People establish structures including governments to meet the needs and define the rights and responsibilities of citizens.

4. The identity, behavior, and networks among groups of people influence cultural characteristics, cooperation, interdependence, and conflict with others.

5. Geographic locations, characteristics, patterns, and processes describe and explain the relationship and interactions between the physical environment and human activity.

6. Information is accessed from multiple sources and processed in multiple forms to draw logical conclusions, to make informed decisions, and to be applied to societal issues.

	Content Standards:

1. Limited resources affect choices by individuals, households, businesses, and governments.

2. The economic system in a region affects goods and services.

3. Economic interdependence affects the economic lives of people.

4. Events take place in specific historical eras and illustrate enduring themes that transcend time and place
5. Governments allocate power and authority to protect the rights of individuals and to promote the common good.

6. Events in the global community have an impact on the security and well being of all of us.
7. The characteristics of cultural elements can be both common and distinct across groups of people.

8. The practices, products, and perspectives of a society impact people within and across the regions of the world.

9. People from diverse cultures interact and influence each other’s practices and products. 

10. Each region is made up of places that have common physical and/or human characteristics.

11. The absolute and relative location of each place can be described and identified

12. Humans both adapt to and change the environment.

13. People, goods and ideas move from place to place.

14. Information and inquiry skills allow us to collect, organize, synthesize, and communicate information from multiple sources.

15. Interpersonal and group process skills enhance our ability to understand and work effectively with others.

16. Critical thinking and problem solving skills allow us to evaluate and analyze information to make informed decisions and draw evidence-based conclusions.


	Essential Question:  How did Westward expansion and industrialization affect America’s cultural and social development?

	

	Benchmarks (GLE’s)
	Learning Goals: Students will:

	· Values and beliefs influence economic decisions in different societies.

· Economic concepts and reasoning should be applied when evaluating historical and contemporary social developments and issues. 

· Historical events can be organized into broadly defined eras.

· Specific ideas, decisions, beliefs, circumstances and values play an important role in influencing historical events.

· Patterns of continuity and change can be seen throughout history and help us understand the present and prepare for the future.

· The United States Constitution is a living document, which can be amended to reflect changes deemed necessary within the society. 

· Government has taken increasing responsibilities in managing the economy and social organization.  

· Democracy is fragile and is dependent on other structures in a society.

· Events in the national and global community have an impact on everyone.

· The perspectives of various ethnic groups are evident in their political action groups, art, music, literature, and media and in turn reflect and shape products and practices in the overall culture of a political region. 

· Boundaries are often subject to change as a result of many factors at the local, regional (state), national and international levels.

· Push and pull factors (oppression/freedom, poverty/opportunity, cultural ties,

· political conflict, environmental factors) cause people to emigrate and migrate from place to place.

· Geographic factors and processes (culture, war, trade, inventions, landforms) both contribute to and impede the development and diffusion of people, products, and ideas.
	

	· 
	Explain how changes in infrastructure and technology led to a modern industrial society

	· 
	Explain how industrialization led to new ideas and practices in the capitalist system.  (philosophy of the industrialists, new business methods, Social Darwinism, labor, unions)

	· 
	Assess the competing national interest and policies toward Native Americans during the Plains Wars (assimilation vs. separation)

	· 
	Examine how industrialization led to increased immigration and urbanization

	· 
	Analyze how individuals, groups, and government responded to the challenges of industrialization (populism,  progressives, nativism)

	· 
	Apply reading, writing, speaking, listening, inquiry and research skills to the study of Reconstruction, industrialization.

	
	


	Suggested Strategies
	· Primary Source Analysis, Cartoon Analysis 

	Suggested Assessments
	· Inquiry and RAFT:  Research characters of the west and create an historical figure RAFT 

· Inquiry on the nature of capitalism: robber barons vs. captains of industry, debate or role play

· Compare entrepreneurs then and now

· Unit Test

	Suggested Resources
	· Videos:   PBS:  “Carnegie, the Man and the Myth”, “Masses and Millionaires”: Geography in US  “Development of Pittsburg” 

·  Carnegie “Gospel of Wealth”

· Analysis “The Wizard of Oz”

· Readings – “The Jungle”

· Center for Learning, “Philosophy of the Industrialist”

· “Selfish Wealth is Never Good” reading  

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· the Orchard Street Tenement Site ( Urbanization) http://www.tenement.org/Virtual_Tour/index_virtual.html

· Annenberg Web Site:  “The American Biography” http://www.learner.org/biographyofamerica/prog16/feature/index.html    http://www.learner.org/biographyofamerica/prog19/index.html
· Film, “We Shall Remain” – PBS

	Content Vocabulary
	·  social Darwinism, laissez faire

	Life Long Learning/ 21st Century Skills
	· Read critically
· Access and process information

· Produce quality work
· Core Ethical Values


 Unit 7: America on the World Stage 

	Essential Understandings: 

1. Economic reasoning skills and knowledge of major economic concepts, principles, issues, and systems allow people to make informed choices as producers, consumers, savers, investors, workers, and citizens in an interdependent world.

2. The study of historical eras, events, trends and themes shapes our understanding of the past, the present, and the future.

3. People establish structures including governments to meet the needs and define the rights and responsibilities of citizens.

4. The identity, behavior, and networks among groups of people influence cultural characteristics, cooperation, interdependence, and conflict with others.

5. Geographic locations, characteristics, patterns, and processes describe and explain the relationship and interactions between the physical environment and human activity.

6. Information is accessed from multiple sources and processed in multiple forms to draw logical conclusions, to make informed decisions, and to be applied to societal issues.

	Content Standards:

1. Limited resources affect choices by individuals, households, businesses, and governments.

2. Economic interdependence affects the economic lives of people.

3. Events take place in specific historical eras and illustrate enduring themes that transcend time and place
4. The government established by the Constitution embodies the purposes, values and principles of American democracy

5. Events in the global community have an impact on the security and well being of all of us.
6. The practices, products, and perspectives of a society impact people within and across the regions of the world.

7. People from diverse cultures interact and influence each other’s practices and products. 

8. The absolute and relative location of each place can be described and identified

9. People, goods and ideas move from place to place.

10. Information and inquiry skills allow us to collect, organize, synthesize, and communicate information from multiple sources.

11. Interpersonal and group process skills enhance our ability to understand and work effectively with others.

12. Critical thinking and problem solving skills allow us to evaluate and analyze information to make informed decisions and draw evidence-based conclusions.


	Essential Question: How did the United States balance national sovereignty and its global interests?

	

	Benchmarks (GLE’s)
	Learning Goals: Students will:

	· Economic concepts and reasoning should be applied when evaluating historical and contemporary social developments and issues. 

· Historical events can be organized into broadly defined eras

· Specific ideas, decisions, beliefs, circumstances and values play an important role in influencing historical events.

· Chance events have important effects on history.

· Historical accounts may be interpreted differently based on newly uncovered records and information.

· Patterns of continuity and change can be seen throughout history and help us understand the present and prepare for the future.

· United States foreign policy priorities often reflect American political values and economic interests.

· Global conflicts that are unable to be resolved through diplomacy (i.e. The United Nations) may lead to war

· The perspectives of various ethnic groups are evident in their political action groups, art, music, literature, and media and in turn reflect and shape products and practices in the overall culture of a political region. 

· Boundaries are often subject to change as a result of many factors at the local, regional (state), national and international levels.

· Geographic factors and processes (culture, war, trade, inventions, landforms) both contribute to and impede the development and diffusion of people, products, and ideas
	Evaluate reasons for American interests abroad 

	
	Locate overseas interests of the U.S. and evaluate approaches to foreign policy at the beginning of the 20th century (big stick, dollar diplomacy, moral diplomacy) 

	
	Identify the relationship between democracy and an active foreign policy (anti-imperialist vs. imperialist arguments, isolationism vs. intervention)

	
	Analyze the causes, events and results of American participation in World War I 

	
	Demonstrate the effect of the war at home (African American migration, women, impact on role of government, civil rights)

	
	Apply reading, writing, speaking, listening, inquiry and research skills to the study of World War I


	Suggested Strategies
	· Choices Units:  America in the Age of Imperialism; World War I and the League Debate

· Debates on ratification of Treaty of Versailles, acquisition of the Philippines  

· World War I Webquest and Stations Activity

	Suggested Assessments
	· Senate debate over the ratification of the Treaty of Versailles

· Maps of Americans overseas acquisitions, World War I and Theaters of War.

· Unit Test

	Suggested Resources
	· Video:  “ Splendid Little War”; PBS The American Experience “World War I”; Wilson and The League of Nations

· Primary Sources: Readings on civil rights violations, propaganda posters, political cartoons – imperialism, anti-imperialism, League of Nations, Edsitement.neh.gov (Woodrow Wilson and Foreign Policy)

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· BBC  “The Great War” 

· NY Times Database 1854-1960 – Articles on the debate over the League of Nations

· Video – The Indomitable Teddy Roosevelt
· Video – World War I (National Geographic)

· Video – Wilson and the Fight Over the League 

· World War I Webquest and Stations Activity

	Content Vocabulary
	· American exceptionalism, informal empire, self determination, The Great War, collective security, isolationism, intervention, imperialism, internationalism

	Life Long Learning/ 21st Century Skills
	· Read critically
· Communicate effectively
· Access and process information

· Produce quality work
· Productive Habits of Mind

· Core Ethical Values


 Unit 8:  Boom and Bust 

	Essential Understandings: 

1. Economic reasoning skills and knowledge of major economic concepts, principles, issues, and systems allow people to make informed choices as producers, consumers, savers, investors, workers, and citizens in an interdependent world.

2. The study of historical eras, events, trends and themes shapes our understanding of the past, the present, and the future.

3. People establish structures including governments to meet the needs and define the rights and responsibilities of citizens.

4. The identity, behavior, and networks among groups of people influence cultural characteristics, cooperation, interdependence, and conflict with others.

5. Geographic locations, characteristics, patterns, and processes describe and explain the relationship and interactions between the physical environment and human activity.

6. Information is accessed from multiple sources and processed in multiple forms to draw logical conclusions, to make informed decisions, and to be applied to societal issues.

	Content Standards:

1. Limited resources affect choices by individuals, households, businesses, and governments.

2. The economic system in a region affects goods and services.

3. Economic interdependence affects the economic lives of people.

4. Events take place in specific historical eras and illustrate enduring themes that transcend time and place
5. Governments allocate power and authority to protect the rights of individuals and to promote the common good.

6. Events in the global community have an impact on the security and well being of all of us.
7. The characteristics of cultural elements can be both common and distinct across groups of people.

8. The practices, products, and perspectives of a society impact people within and across the regions of the world.

9. People from diverse cultures interact and influence each other’s practices and products. 

10. Humans both adapt to and change the environment.

11. People, goods and ideas move from place to place.

12. Information and inquiry skills allow us to collect, organize, synthesize, and communicate information from multiple sources.

13. Interpersonal and group process skills enhance our ability to understand and work effectively with others.

14. Critical thinking and problem solving skills allow us to evaluate and analyze information to make informed decisions and draw evidence-based conclusions.


	Essential Question: How does a democracy deal with economic, social, and cultural change? 

	

	Benchmarks (GLE’s)
	Learning Goals: Students will:

	· Relationships exist among various economic institutions that comprise economic systems (such as households, business firms, banks, government agencies, labor unions, and corporations.

· Values and beliefs influence economic decisions in different societies.

· Economic concepts and reasoning should be applied when evaluating historical and contemporary social developments and issues. 

· Historical events can be organized into broadly defined eras.

· Specific ideas, decisions, beliefs, circumstances and values play an important role in influencing historical events.

· Chance events have important effects on history.

· Historical accounts may be interpreted differently based on newly uncovered records and information.

· Patterns of continuity and change can be seen throughout history and help us understand the present and prepare for the future.

· Government has taken increasing responsibilities in managing the economy and social organization. 

· Democracy is fragile and is dependent on other structures in a society.

· Advances in communication and transportation have impact globalization, cooperation and conflict, the environment, security, popular culture, political systems, and religion. 

· The perspectives of various ethnic groups are evident in their political action groups, art, music, literature, and media and in turn reflect and shape products and practices in the overall culture of a political region. 

· Multicultural diversity economically and socially affects the people of the United States. 

· The perspectives of various ethnic groups are evident in their political action groups, art, music, literature, and media and in turn reflect and shape products and practices in the overall culture of a political region. 

· Government decisions and policies reflect a society’s values about land use and often affect the physical characteristics of a place or region.

· There are intended and unintended effects of human modifications on the physical environment that have both costs and benefits.
	Examine the development, challenges, and effects of a modern capitalist society (consumer capitalism in 1920s, speculation, disparities in wealth and income)  

	
	Examine cultural conflicts in the New Era (women’s roles and rights, minority rights, religious conflict, traditional vs. modern society, KKK, urban vs. rural values, Sacco Vanzetti case)

	
	Demonstrate how science and technology enabled the creation of a “national culture”

	
	Analyze the conflicting views surrounding the role of government in the economy (Hoover vs. FDR, Keynesian economics, laissez-faire)

	
	Examine the origins and the impact of the Great Depression (economic, social, political, cultural) and evaluate the effectiveness of government response

	
	Analyze the legacy of the New Deal (relief, reform, recovery)

	
	Apply reading, writing, speaking, listening, inquiry and research skills to the study of the 1920’s and 30’s


	Suggested Strategies
	· Compare and contrast music of 1920s and 1930s to emphasize cultural change

· Field trip to Hyde Park 

· New Deal on Trial, a simulation

· Choices:  Between the World Wars:  FDR and the Age of Isolationism

	Suggested Assessments
	· Check for listening skills 

· Comments on podcasts 

· Hyde Park Reflection 

· Unit Test

	Suggested Resources
	· Video:  “Just Around the Corner” – “ The Century:  Boom and Bust” – “Inherit the Wind” - The Twenties (Discovery Channel – PBS Cultural Shock: “Devil’s Music – Jazz” ) 

· Music:  Songs of the Great Depression  

· United Streaming: The 1920s

· Primary Sources:  Political Cartoons

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· Creating a Webquest as a product of inquiry on change in the 1920s. 

· American Radioworks: The Great Depression, Then and Now

· The New Deal Network

	Content Vocabulary 
	· Roaring 20’s/Jazz Age, Great Depression, speculation, Dust Bowl , the New Deal, laissez-faire, Keynesian economics, Hundred Days, stock market 

	Life Long Learning/ 21st Century Skills
	· Read critically
· Communicate effectively
· Access and process information
· Productive Habits of Mind


 Unit 9: World War II and the Beginning of the Cold War 1938-1950 

	Essential Understandings: 

1. Economic reasoning skills and knowledge of major economic concepts, principles, issues, and systems allow people to make informed choices as producers, consumers, savers, investors, workers, and citizens in an interdependent world.

2. The study of historical eras, events, trends and themes shapes our understanding of the past, the present, and the future.

3. People establish structures including governments to meet the needs and define the rights and responsibilities of citizens.

4. The identity, behavior, and networks among groups of people influence cultural characteristics, cooperation, interdependence, and conflict with others.

5. Geographic locations, characteristics, patterns, and processes describe and explain the relationship and interactions between the physical environment and human activity.

6. Information is accessed from multiple sources and processed in multiple forms to draw logical conclusions, to make informed decisions, and to be applied to societal issues.

	Content Standards:

1. Economic interdependence affects the economic lives of people.

2. Events take place in specific historical eras and illustrate enduring themes that transcend time and place
3. Governments allocate power and authority to protect the rights of individuals and to promote the common good.

4. United States citizens have certain rights and responsibilities.

5. Events in the global community have an impact on the security and well being of all of us.
6. The practices, products, and perspectives of a society impact people within and across the regions of the world.

7. People from diverse cultures interact and influence each other’s practices and products. 

8. The absolute and relative location of each place can be described and identified

9. Humans both adapt to and change the environment.

10. People, goods and ideas move from place to place.

11. Information and inquiry skills allow us to collect, organize, synthesize, and communicate information from multiple sources.

12. Interpersonal and group process skills enhance our ability to understand and work effectively with others.

13. Critical thinking and problem solving skills allow us to evaluate and analyze information to make informed decisions and draw evidence-based conclusions.


	Essential Question: How did the American involvement in World War II lead to a new global role for the US?

	

	Benchmarks (GLE’s)
	Learning Goals: Students will:

	· The scarcity of productive resources requires the development of economic systems to make decisions about how goods and services are to be produced and distributed.

· Economic concepts and reasoning should be applied when evaluating historical and contemporary social developments and issues. 

· Historical events can be organized into broadly defined eras.

· Specific ideas, decisions, beliefs, circumstances and values play an important role in influencing historical events.

· Chance events have important effects on history.

· Historical accounts may be interpreted differently based on newly uncovered records and information.

· Patterns of continuity and change can be seen throughout history and help us understand the present and prepare for the future.

· Government has taken increasing responsibilities in managing the economy and social organization. 

· Democracy is fragile and is dependent on other structures in a society.

· Events in the national and global community have an impact on everyone.

· Supranational organizations seek to coordinate global efforts to maintain security, protect human rights, improve living standards and resolve conflicts peacefully.

· The perspectives of various ethnic groups are evident in their political action groups, art, music, literature, and media and in turn reflect and shape products and practices in the overall culture of a political region. 

· Global conflicts that are unable to be resolved through diplomacy (i.e. The United Nations) may lead to war.

· Boundaries are often subject to change as a result of many factors at the local, regional (state), national and international levels.

· Geographic factors and processes (culture, war, trade, inventions, landforms) both contribute to and impede the development and diffusion of people, products, and ideas.
	Locate and label areas of conflict in World War II

	
	Analyze the causes, events and results of World War II (long/short term causes, major events abroad, territorial changes)

	
	Describe the effects of the war on American society (civil rights, African Americans, Japanese Americans, women, creation of the military industrial complex, GI bill, labor)

	
	Examine the long and short term reasons for conflict between the USSR and the US that resulted in the beginnings of the Cold War

	
	Analyze the events and episodes which led America to assume an international leadership role (Yalta, United Nations, Berlin Crisis, containment, Truman Doctrine, NATO, and Memo 68)

	
	Apply reading, writing, speaking, listening, inquiry and research skills to the study of World War II


	Suggested Strategies
	· Historical investigation of WW II and post-war America

· Case study: Japanese-American internment-- Decision to drop the atomic bomb

· History Alive: Japanese – American internment

· Creating a newscast from the past (1950) on American role in the Cold War

	Suggested Assessments
	· Research paper

· Unit Test

	Suggested Resources
	· Videos: The Century (ABC)
· CNN- The Cold War Series
· Primary sources: The American Spirit on WW I and II and the Cold War

· The National Archives:  The United States at War, 1944 (Primary Sources and Videos)

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· Cold War International History Project - http://www.wilsoncenter.org/coldwarfiles/index.cfm?fuseaction=home.flash
· PBS American Experience Podcast – WWII Memories

· American Radioworks Podcast – Remembering Jim Crow, Double V for Victory

	Content Vocabulary 
	· The Great Migration, internment, Double V Campaign, United Nations, atomic energy, Breton Woods Agreement, containment, isolationism, collective security, GI bill

	Life Long Learning/ 21st Century Skills
	· Read critically
· Access and process information
· Collaborate and cooperate

· Produce quality work

· Communicate effectively

· Productive Habits of Mind

· Core Ethical Values


 Unit 10: Post War US 1950-1970

	Essential Understandings: 

1. Economic reasoning skills and knowledge of major economic concepts, principles, issues, and systems allow people to make informed choices as producers, consumers, savers, investors, workers, and citizens in an interdependent world.

2. The study of historical eras, events, trends and themes shapes our understanding of the past, the present, and the future.

3. People establish structures including governments to meet the needs and define the rights and responsibilities of citizens.

4. The identity, behavior, and networks among groups of people influence cultural characteristics, cooperation, interdependence, and conflict with others.

5. Geographic locations, characteristics, patterns, and processes describe and explain the relationship and interactions between the physical environment and human activity.

6. Information is accessed from multiple sources and processed in multiple forms to draw logical conclusions, to make informed decisions, and to be applied to societal issues.

	Content Standards:

1. Limited resources affect choices by individuals, households, businesses, and governments.

2. The economic system in a region affects goods and services.

3. Economic interdependence affects the economic lives of people.

4. Events take place in specific historical eras and illustrate enduring themes that transcend time and place
5. Governments allocate power and authority to protect the rights of individuals and to promote the common good.

6. United States citizens have certain rights and responsibilities.

7. Events in the global community have an impact on the security and well being of all of us.
8. The practices, products, and perspectives of a society impact people within and across the regions of the world.

9. People from diverse cultures interact and influence each other’s practices and products. 

10. Each place in the world has distinct physical and human characteristics.

11. The absolute and relative location of each place can be described and identified

12. Humans both adapt to and change the environment.

13. People, goods and ideas move from place to place.

14. Information and inquiry skills allow us to collect, organize, synthesize, and communicate information from multiple sources.

15. Interpersonal and group process skills enhance our ability to understand and work effectively with others.

16. Critical thinking and problem solving skills allow us to evaluate and analyze information to make informed decisions and draw evidence-based conclusions.


	Essential Question: Why was our nation’s identity and constitution challenged, and how was that challenge met?

	

	Benchmarks (GLE’s)
	Learning Goals: Students will:

	· International differences in resources, productivity, and prices are the basis for international trade.

· Historical events can be organized into broadly defined eras.

· Specific ideas, decisions, beliefs, circumstances and values play an important role in influencing historical events.

· Chance events have important effects on history.

· Historical accounts may be interpreted differently based on newly uncovered records and information.

· Patterns of continuity and change can be seen throughout history and help us understand the present and prepare for the future.

· Government has taken increasing responsibilities in managing the economy and social organization.  

· Democracy is fragile and is dependent on other structures in a society.

· The media influences common values and government; governments use the media to inform and influence.

· Citizens should know and guard their political and due process rights.

· Events in the national and global community have an impact on everyone.

· Supranational organizations seek to coordinate global efforts to maintain security, protect human rights, improve living standards and resolve conflicts peacefully.

· Global conflicts that are unable to be resolved through diplomacy (i.e. The United Nations) may lead to war.

· The perspectives of various ethnic groups are evident in their political action groups, art, music, literature, and media and in turn reflect and shape products and practices in the overall culture of a political region. 

· Governmental policies can enable or disenfranchise individuals of different cultures from participating in a society and its economy.  

· Multicultural diversity economically and socially affects the people of the United States. 

· Each cultural groups has diverse perspectives of diverse about current issues 

· The United States Constitution is a living document, which can be amended to reflect changes deemed necessary within the society. 

· Various individuals and groups propose solutions to current issues that are both relevant and logical from their own perspective. 

· Boundaries are often subject to change as a result of many factors at the local, regional (state), national and international levels.
	Describe how the Cold War led to a change in America’s role in the world (Europe, Africa, Asia, Western Hemisphere) 

	· 
	Analyze how the Cold War was fought at home (culture of conformity and the seeds of conflict, McCarthyism, Civil Rights, space race)

	
	Evaluate the post war expansion of the “New Deal” (Truman/Fair Deal, Eisenhower/modern Republicanism, Kennedy/New Frontier, LBJ/ Great Society)

	
	 Analyze why the Vietnam War challenged America’s perception of its role in the Cold War

	
	Determine why 1968 is considered a “turning point “ in post war America (Vietnam War, Nixon’s southern strategy, new party coalitions)

	
	Hypothesize about the identity crisis of the 1960’s (Civil Rights, Federalism, youth movement, Warren court, Rights and Movements:  women, Native and Hispanic American, anti-war.)

	
	Apply reading, writing, speaking, listening, inquiry and research skills to the study of post-war America


	Suggested Strategies
	· Historical investigation

· Chart and map depicting Cold War overseas

	Suggested Assessments
	· Multi media presentation of sixties

· Presidential Roundtables:  How each president perceives the US during the “American century”

· History Alive: The Cold War

	Suggested Resources
	· Videos:

·  PBS American Experience – Return with Honor

· CNN Cold War Series:  Korea, Cuba, Vietnam

· “Regret to Inform”, “Born on the Fourth of July”

· Eyes on the Prize

· Red Nightmare

· Invasion of the Body Snatchers

· PBS They Shall Remain

· The Atomic Cafe

· Primary Sources from The American Spirit - 
· The Century- Peter Jennings

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· BBC – The My Lai Tapes
· Stories of the Century - http://www.newseum.org/century/finalresults_movie.htm
· Digital History – The Post War Society, The Tumultuous 60s - http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/modules/index.cfm
· Digital History eXplorations – The Vietnam War as History - http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/learning_history/

	Content Vocabulary 
	· containment, McCarthyism, Military Industrial Complex, Civil Rights Movement, Space Race, Great Society, Fair Deal, credibility gap, escalation, Cold War, counter culture 

	Life Long Learning/ 21st Century Skills
	· Read critically
· Core Ethical Values


 Unit 11:  Contemporary America 1970 to 2000 

	Essential Understandings: 

1. Economic reasoning skills and knowledge of major economic concepts, principles, issues, and systems allow people to make informed choices as producers, consumers, savers, investors, workers, and citizens in an interdependent world.

2. The study of historical eras, events, trends and themes shapes our understanding of the past, the present, and the future.

3. People establish structures including governments to meet the needs and define the rights and responsibilities of citizens.

4. The identity, behavior, and networks among groups of people influence cultural characteristics, cooperation, interdependence, and conflict with others.

5. Geographic locations, characteristics, patterns, and processes describe and explain the relationship and interactions between the physical environment and human activity.

6. Information is accessed from multiple sources and processed in multiple forms to draw logical conclusions, to make informed decisions, and to be applied to societal issues.

	Content Standards:

1. Events take place in specific historical eras and illustrate enduring themes that transcend time and place
2. Governments allocate power and authority to protect the rights of individuals and to promote the common good.

3. United States citizens have certain rights and responsibilities.

4. Events in the global community have an impact on the security and well being of all of us.
5. The practices, products, and perspectives of a society impact people within and across the regions of the world.

6. People from diverse cultures interact and influence each other’s practices and products. 

7. Humans both adapt to and change the environment.

8. People, goods and ideas move from place to place.

9. Information and inquiry skills allow us to collect, organize, synthesize, and communicate information from multiple sources.

10. Interpersonal and group process skills enhance our ability to understand and work effectively with others.

11. Critical thinking and problem solving skills allow us to evaluate and analyze information to make informed decisions and draw evidence-based conclusions.


	Essential Question: How have contemporary international and domestic events shaped  “Whose America is it?”

	

	Benchmarks (GLE’s)
	Learning Goals: Students will:

	· Decisions over market forces and government regulation impact the use of resources.

· Economic concepts and reasoning should be applied when evaluating historical and contemporary social developments and issues. 

· Historical events can be organized into broadly defined eras.

· Specific ideas, decisions, beliefs, circumstances and values play an important role in influencing historical events.

· Historical accounts may be interpreted differently based on newly uncovered records and information.

· Patterns of continuity and change can be seen throughout history and help us understand the present and prepare for the future.

· The media influences common values and government; governments use the media to inform and influence.

· The effectiveness of the United States Government is dependent upon informed and active participation of citizens.

· Citizens should know and guard their political and due process rights.

· The United States Constitution is a living document, which can be amended to reflect changes deemed necessary within the society. 

· Events in the national and global community have an impact on everyone.

· United States foreign policy priorities often reflect American political values and economic interests.

· Supranational organizations seek to coordinate global efforts to maintain security, protect human rights, improve living standards and resolve conflicts peacefully.

· The perspectives of various ethnic groups are evident in their political action groups, art, music, literature, and media and in turn reflect and shape products and practices in the overall culture of a political region. 
	Investigate economic and technological changes of the 1970s – 1990s  and their impact on American society (social, economic, political, intellectual)

	
	Differentiate between neo-conservatism and New Deal liberalism (Reagan revolution)

	
	Examine how the fall of communism and the end of the Cold World led to U.S. concerns about its role in the new world order (Iranian Revolution, Nicaragua, Iran-Contra, Persian Gulf War, Bosnia)

	
	Investigate and identify current issues, ideologies and values which challenge contemporary American society (Contract With America, Clinton presidency) 

	
	Apply reading, writing, speaking, listening, inquiry and research skills to the study of contemporary America

	
	


	Suggested Strategies
	· Inquiry unit for social studies using contemporary data bases, census reports, etc.

· Socratic Seminars on primary sources of era

	Suggested Assessments
	· Multi Media presentation on Whose America Is It?

	Suggested Resources
	· Videos, Peter Jennings, Our Century
· Lions for Lambs – video clips

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· Reagan Presidential Library - http://www.reagan.utexas.edu/education/For%20Educators/foreducators.html
· New York Times Database

· PBS Newshour - http://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/
· PBS Frontline - http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/teach/?utm_campaign=homepage&utm_medium=topnav&utm_source=topnav
· BBC Podcast – The Clinton Years  http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/programmes/documentary_archive/6925848.stm

	Content Vocabulary 
	· Reagan Revolution, neo conservatives, Moral Majority, deindustrialization, service economy, supply side economics, Contract With America

	Life Long Learning/ 21st Century Skills
	· Read critically
· Access and process information
· Collaborate and cooperate
· Productive Habits of Mind

· Core Ethical Values
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